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Social Work and Voluntary Work: An Analytical Study of the
Complementation and Exchange Relations

A. S. A. Al-Shahrani
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Arts and Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The voluntary participation of people in different kinds of
work that contribute to the improvement of their societies can play a
crucial role in the development of those societies. In Saudi Arabia, the
role of voluntary work is limited in many aspects. Hence the study
reflects on voluntary work in Saudi Arabia taking into consideration
what social work can do to support voluntary activities and programs
and make way for a relation of interdependence and complementation
between the skills, expertise and knowledge of social workers and the
efforts of voluntary associations in providing assistance to those who
may need it. The study considers the significance of voluntary work,
its goals and how Islam views charitable deeds. In order to deal with
the issue in a scientific way, the study highlights the importance of
complementary relation that should be built between voluntary work
and the social work. The study concludes with some suggestions that
may contribute in improving voluntary work in Saudi society.
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